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I Use of English
1 fifdi A %
2 e SR
3 HRSEE

2011 £ HE

The Internet affords anonymity to its users, a blessing to privacy and freedom of speech. But
that very anonymity is also behind the explosion of cyber-crime thathas__ 1 _across the Web.

Can privacy be preserved__ 2 bringing safety and security to a world that seems
increasingly_ 3 ?

Last month, Howard Schmidt, the nation’s cyber-czar, offered the federal government a__ 4
to make the Web a safer place--a “voluntary trusted identity” system that would be the high-tech
5 of a physical key, a fingerprint and a photo ID card, all rolled__6 one. The system might
use a smart identity card, or a digital credential___7  to a specific computer, and would
authenticate users at a range of online services.

The idea is to__8 a federation of private online identity systems. Users could__9 which
system to join, and only registered users whose identities have been authenticated could navigate
those systems. The approach contrasts with one that would require an Internet driver’s license
10 by the government.

Google and Microsoft are among companies that already have these “single sign-on”
systems that make it possible forusersto __ 11  just once but use many different services.

12 , the approach would create a “walled garden” in cyberspace, with safe
“neighborhoods” and bright “streetlights” to establish a sense of a __ 13 community.
Mr. Schmidt described it as a “voluntary ecosystem” in which “individuals and

organizations can complete online transactions with___14 ,trusting the identities of each other and

the identities of the infrastructure 15 which the transaction runs.”

Still, the administration’s plan has_ 16  privacy rights activists. Some applaud the
approach; others are concerned. It seems clear that such a scheme is an initiative push toward
what would__17 be a compulsory Internet “driver’s license” mentality.

The plan has also been greeted with _18 by some computer security experts, who worry
that the “voluntary ecosystem” envisioned by Mr. Schmidt would still leave much of the Internet
19 . They argue that all Internet users should be___20 _to register and identify themselves, in

the same way that drivers must be licensed to drive on public roads.
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1. A swept B. skipped C. walked D. ridden

2. A for B. within C. while D. though

3. A careless B. lawless C. pointless D. helpless
4.  A.reason B. reminder C. compromise D. proposal
5. A. information B. interference C. entertainment D. equivalent
6. Aby B. into C. from D. over

7. A.linked B. directed C. chained D. compared
8. A.dismiss B. discover C. create D. improve
9.  A.recall B. suggest C. select D. realize

10. A.released B. issued C. distributed D. delivered
11. A.carryon B. linger on C. setin D.log in

12.  A.Invain B. In effect C. In return D. In contrast
13.  A.trusted B. modernized C. thriving D. competing
14. A. caution B. delight C. confidence D. patience
15. A.on B. after C. beyond D. across

16. A.divided B. disappointed C. protected D. united

17. A. frequently B. incidentally C. occasionally D. eventually
18. A. skepticism B. relevance C. indifference D. enthusiasm
19. A. manageable B. defendable C. vulnerable D. invisible
20. A.invited B. appointed C. allowed D. forced
2012 EER

Millions of Americans and foreigners see G.I. Joe as a mindless war toy, the symbol of
American military adventurism, but that” s not how it used to be. To the men and women who
1 in World War II and the people they liberated the G.I. wasthe _ 2
all the burdens of battle, who
of food and shelter, who stuck it out and

man grown into hero,
the poor farm kid torn away from his home, the guy who _ 3
slept in cold foxholes, who went without the _ 4
drove back the Nazi reign of murder. This was not a volunteer soldier, not someone well paid,
5  an average guy, up __6  the best trained, best equipped, fiercest, most brutal enemies
seen in centuries.

His name is not much. G.I. is just a military abbreviation __ 7  Government Issue, and it
was on all of the articles__8 to soldiers. And Joe? A common name for a guy who never __ 9
it to the top. Joe Blow, Joe Magrac**+a working class name. The United States has _ 10  had a
president or vice-president or secretary of state Joe.

G.I.Joehada _ 11  career fighting German, Japanese, and Korean troops. He appears as

a character, or a 12 of American personalities, in the 1945 movie The Story of G.I. Joe,
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based on the last days of war correspondent Ernie Pyle. Some of the soldiers Pyle 13
portrayed themselves in the film. Pyle was famous for covering the 14 side of the war,
writing about the dirt-snow-and-mud soldiers, not how many miles were_15 or what towns

were captured or liberated.

His reports _ 16 the “Willie” cartoons of famed Stars and Stripes artist Bill Maulden.
Both men 17 the dirt and exhaustion of war, the 18 of civilization that the soldiers
shared with each other and the civilians: coffee, tobacco, whiskey, shelter, sleep. _ 19  Egypt,
France, and a dozen more countries, G.I. Joe was any American soldier, 20 the most

important person in their lives.

1. [A] performed [B] served [C] rebelled [D] betrayed

2. [A] actual [B] common [C] special [D] normal

3. [A] bore [B] eased [C] removed [D] loaded

4. [A] necessities [B] facilities [C] commodities [D] properties
5. [A] and [B] nor [C] but [D] hence

6. [A] for [B] into [C] from [D] against

7. [A] meaning [B] implying [C] symbolizing [D] claiming

8. [A] handed out [B] turn over [C] brought back [D] passed down
9. [A] pushed [B] got [C] made [D] managed
10. [A] ever [B] never [C] either [D] neither

11. [A] disguised [B] disturbed [C] disputed [D] distinguished
12. [A] company [B] collection [C] community [D] colony

13. [A] employed [B] appointed [C] interviewed [D] questioned
14. [A] ethical [B] military [C] political [D] human

15. [A] ruined [B] commuted [C] patrolled [D] gained

16. [A] paralleled [B] counteracted [C] duplicated [D] contradicted
17. [A] neglected [B] avoided [C] emphasized [D] admired

18. [A] stages [B] illusions [C] fragments [D] advances
19. [A] With [B] T [C] Among [D] Beyond

20. [A] on the contrary  [B] by this means [C] from the outset [D] at that point
2013 SFER

Given the advantages of electronic money, you might think that we would move quickly to
the cashless society in which all payments are made electronically. 1, a true cashless society
is probably not around the corner. Indeed, predictions have been 2 for two decades but have
not yet come to fruition. For example, Business Week predicted in 1975 that electronic means of

o116 11 4L 161 1T



KA A TEE RSB T 4

payment would soon “revolutionize the very 3 of money itself,” only to 4 itself

several years later. Why has the movement to a cashless society beenso 5 in coming?

Although electronic means of payment may be more efficient than a payments system based
on paper, several factors work 6 the disappearance of the paper system. First, it is very
7 to set up the computer, card reader, and telecommunications networks necessary to make
electronic money the 8  form of payment. Second, paper checks have the advantage that they
9 receipts, something that many consumers are unwilling to 10 . Third, the use of paper
checks gives consumers several days of “float” -- it takes several days 11 a check is cashed
and funds are 12 from the issuer’ s account, which means that the writer of the check can
earn interest on the funds in the meantime. 13 electronic payments are immediate; they
eliminate the float for the consumer.

Fourth, electronic means of payment may 14 security and privacy concerns. We often
hear media reports that an unauthorized hacker has been able to access a computer database and
to alter information 15  there. The fact that this is not an 16 occurrence means that
dishonest persons might be able to access bank accounts in electronic payments systems and
17 __ from someone else’ s accounts. The 18  of this type of fraud is no easy task, and a
new field of computer science is developing to 19 security issues. A further concern is that
the use of electronic means of payment leaves an electronic 20 that contains a large amount
of personal data. There are concerns that government, employers, and marketers might be able to

access these data, thereby violating our privacy.

1. [A] However [B] Moreover [C] Therefore [D] Otherwise
2. [A] off [B] back [C] over [D] around

3. [A] power [B] concept [C] history [D] role

4. [A] reward [B] resist [C] resume [D] reverse

5. [A] silent [B] sudden [C] slow [D] steady

6. [A] for [B] against [C] with [D] on

7. [A] imaginative [B] expensive [C] sensitive [D] productive
8. [A] similar [B] original [C] temporary [D] dominant
9. [A] collect [B] provide [C] copy [D] print

10. [A] give up [B] take over [C] bring back [D] pass down
11. [A] before [B] after [C] since [D] when

12. [A] kept [B] borrowed [C] released [D] withdrawn
13. [A] Unless [B] Until [C] Because [D] Though
14. [A] hide [B] express [C] raise [D] ease

15. [A] analyzed [B] shared [C] stored [D] displayed
16. [A] unsafe [B] unnatural [C] unclear [D] uncommon
17. [A] steal [B] choose [C] benefit [D] return
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18. [A] consideration  [B] prevention [C] manipulation [D] justification

19. [A] cope with [B] fight against  [C] adapt to [D] call for

20. [A] chunk [B] chip [C] path [D] trail

2014 SFE

Thinner isn” t always better. A number of studies have __ 1 that normal-weight people
are in fact at higher risk of some diseases, compared to those who are overweight. And there are
health conditions for which being overweight is actually _ 2 . For example, heavier women
are less likely to develop calcium deficiency than thin women. _ 3 | among the elderly, being
somewhat overweight is often an __ 4  of good health.

Of even greater __ 5 is the fact that obesity turns out to be very difficult to define. It is
often defined _ 6  body mass index, or BMI. BMI __ 7  body mass divided by the square
of height. An adult with a BMI of 18 to 25 is often considered to be moral weight. Between 25
and 30 is overweight. And over 30 is considered obese. Obesity, 8 , can be divided into
moderately obese, severely obese, and very severely obese. While such numerical standards seem
9 , they are not. Obesity is probably less a matter of weight than body fat. Some people with a
high BMI are in fact extremely fit, _ 10 others with a low BMI may be in poor __11 . For
example, many collegiate and professional football players 12 as obese, though their
percentage body fat is low. Conversely, someone with a small frame may have high body fat but
a __ 13 BMI Today we have a(n) _ 14  to label obesity as a disgrace. The overweight are
sometimes 15 in the media with their faces covered. Stereotypes 16 with obesity
include laziness, lack of will power, and lower prospects for success. Teachers, employers, and
health professionals have been shown to harbor biases against the obese. 17 very young
children tend to look down on the overweight, and teasing about body build has long been a
problem in schools.

Negative attitudes towards obesity, 18  in health concerns, have stimulated a number
of anti-obesity 19 . My own hospital system has banned sugary drinks from its facilities.
Many employers have instituted weight loss and fitness initiatives. Michelle Obama has launched
a high-visibility campaign _ 20  children obesity, even claiming that it represents our greatest
national security threat.

1. [A] concluded [B] ensured [C] doubted [D] denied

2. [A] dangerous [B] protective [C] sufficient [D] troublesome
3. [A] Instead [B] However [C] Likewise [D] Therefore
4. [A] objective [B] indicator [C] origin [D] example

5. [A] impact [B] relevance [C] assistance [D] concern
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6. [A] in favor of [B] in case of [C] in terms of [D] in respect of
7. [A] equals [B] determines [C] measures [D] modifies
8. [A] in turn [B] in contrast [C] in essence [D] in part
9. [A] complicated [B] conservative [C] variable [D] straightforward
10. [A]so [B] unless [C] since [D] while
11. [A] shape [B] spirit [C] balance [D] taste
12. [A] start [B] qualify [C] stay [D] retire
13. [A] strange [B] constant [C] normal [D] changeable
14. [A] option [B] tendency [C] opportunity [D] reason
15. [A] employed [B] pictured [C] imitated [D] monitored
16. [A] compared [B] combined [C] settled [D] associated
17. [A] Yet [B] Still [C] Even [D] Only
18. [A] despised [B] ignored [C] corrected [D] grounded
19. [A] discussions [B] businesses [C] policies [D] studies
20. [A] against [B] for [C] without [D] with
2015 SFE
In our contemporary culture, the prospect of communicating with - or even looking at -

a stranger is virtually unbearable. Everyone around us seems to agree by the way they cling to
their phones, even withouta __ 1 on a subway.

It’ sasadreality - our desire to avoid interacting with other human beings - because
there’ s _ 2  to be gained from talking to the stranger standing by you. But you wouldn’ t
know it, _ 3  into your phone. This universal protection sends the _ 4  : “Please don’ t
approach me.”

What is it that makes us feel we need to hide __ 5 our screens?

One answer is fear, according to Jon Wortmann, an executive mental coach.We fear
rejection, or that our innocent social advances willbe _ 6  as “weird” . We fear we’ 1l be
7 . We fear we’ 1l be disruptive.

Strangers are inherently 8 to us, so we are more likely to feel 9 when
communicating with them compared with our friends and acquaintances. To avoid this
uneasiness, we __10  to our phones. “Phones become our security blanket,” Wortmann says.

“ They are our happy glasses that protect us from what we perceive is going to be more
.

But once we rip off the band-aid, tuck our smart phones in our pockets and look up, it
doesn’t __12 _so bad. In one 2011 experiment, behavioral scientists Nicholas Epley and Juliana
Schroeder asked commuters to do the unthinkable: Start a 13 . They had Chicago train
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commuters talk to their fellow _ 14 . “When Dr. Epley and Ms. Schroeder asked other people

in the same train station to 15 how they would feel after talking to a stranger, the
commuters thought their _ 16 would be more pleasant if they sat on their own,” The New
York Times summarizes. Though the participants didn’ t expect a positive experience, after they
17 with the experiment, “not a single person reported having been embarrassed.”

18 , these commutes were reportedly more enjoyable compared with those without

communication, which makes absolute sense, 19 human beings thrive off of social
connections. It” sthat _ 20  : Talking to strangers can make you feel connected.

1. [A] signal [B] permit [C] ticket [D] record

2. [A] nothing [B] little [C] another [D] much

3. [A] beaten [B] guided [C] plugged [D] brought

4. [A]sign [B] code [C] notice [D] message

5. [A] under [B] behind [C] beyond [D] from

6. [A] misapplied [B] mismatched  [C] misadjusted [D] misinterpreted
7. [A] replaced [B] fired [C] judged [D] delayed

8. [A] unreasonable  [B] ungrateful [C] unconventional [D] unfamiliar

9. [A] comfortable [B] confident [C] anxious [D] angry

10. [A] attend [B] point [C] take [D] turn

11. [A] dangerous [B] mysterious [C] violent [D] boring

12. [A] hurt [B] resist [C] bend [D] decay

13. [A] lecture [B] conversation [C] debate [D] negotiation
14. [A] passengers [B] employees [C] researchers [D] trainees

15. [A] reveal [B] choose [C] predict [D] design

16. [A] voyage [B] ride [C] walk [D] flight

17. [A] went through [B] did away [C] caught up [D] put up

18. [A] In turn [B] In fact [C] In particular [D] In consequence
19. [A] unless [B] since [C]if [D] whereas

20. [A] funny [B] logical [C] simple [D] rare

2016 SFEM

Happy people work differently. They’ re more productive, more creative, and willing to take
greater risks. And new research suggests that happiness might influence __ 1 firms work, too.

Companies located in places with happier people invest more, according to a recent research
paper __ 2 , firms in happy places spend more on R&D (research and development). That’ s
because happiness is linked to the kind of longer-term thinking _ 3  for making investments
for the future.
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The researchers wanted to know if the __ 4  and inclination for risk-taking that come with

happiness would __ 5 the way companies invested. So they compared U.S. cities’ average
happiness _ 6 by Gallup polling with the investment activity of publicly traded firms in those
areas.

_ 7 enough, firms’ investment and R&D intensity were correlated with the happiness of
the area in which they were__ 8 .But is it really happiness that’ s linked to investment, or could
something else about happier cities __ 9 why firms there spend more on R&D? To find out,
the researchers controlled for various 10 that might make firms more likely to invest -
like size, industry, and sales - and for indicators that a place was 11 to live in, like
growth in wages or population. The link between happiness and investment generally _ 12
even after accounting for these things.

The correlation between happiness and investment was particularly strong for younger firms,
which the authors 13 to “less codified decision making process” and the possible
presence of “younger and less 14 managers who are more likely to be influenced by
sentiment.”  The relationship was _ 15  stronger in places where happiness was spread more
16 . Firms seem to invest more in places where most people are relatively happy, rather than in

places with happiness inequality.

17 this doesn’ t prove that happiness causes firms to invest more or to take a
longer-term view, the authors believe it at least 18 at that possibility. It” s not hard to
imagine that local culture and sentiment would help 19 how executives think about the

future. “ It surely seems plausible that happy people would be more forward-thinking and

creative and _ 20  R&D more than the average,” said one researcher.

1. [A] why [B] where [C] how [D] when

2. [A] In return [B] In particular [C] In contrast [D] In conclusion
3. [A] sufficient [B] famous [C] perfect [D] necessary
4. [A] individualism [B] modernism [C] optimism [D] realism
5.[A] echo [B] miss [C] spoil [D] change
6. [A] imagined [B] measured [C] invented [D] assumed
7. [A] Sure [B] Odd [C] Unfortunate [D] Often
8. [A] advertised [B] divided [C] overtaxed [D] headquartered
9. [A] explain [B] overstate [C] summarize [D] emphasize

0. [A] stages [B] factors [C] levels [D] methods

11. [A] desirable [B] sociable [C] reputable [D] reliable
12. [A] resumed [B] held [C] emerged [D] broke
13. [A] attribute [B] assign [C] transfer [D] compare
14. [A] serious [B] civilized [C] ambitious [D] experienced
15. [A] thus [B] instead [C] also [D] never
16. [A] rapidly [B] regularly [C] directly [D] equally

o121 51 3161 1T



KA A TEE RSB T 4

17. [A] After [B] Until [C] While [D] Since
18. [A] arrives [B] jumps [C] hints [D] strikes
19. [A] shape [B] rediscover [C] simplify [D] share
20. [A] pray for [B] lean towards [C] give away [D] send out

II Reading Comprehension
1[5 32 0 2 IR
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2018 4F Text 2

It is curious that Stephen Koziatek feels almost as though he has to justify his efforts to give
his students a better future.

Mr. Koziatek is part of something pioneering. He is a teacher at a New Hampshire high
school where learning is not something of books and tests and mechanical memorization, but
practical. When did it become accepted wisdom that students should be able to name the 13th
president of the United States but be utterly overwhelmed by a broken bike chain?

As Koziatek knows, there is learning in just about everything. Nothing is necessarily gained
by forcing students to learn geometry at a graffitied desk stuck with generations of discarded
chewing gum. They can also learn geometry by assembling a bicycle.

But he’ s also found a kind of insidious prejudice. Working with your hands is seen as almost
a mark of inferiority. Schools in the family of vocational education “have that stereotype...that
1t

)

s for kids who can’ t make it academically,” he says.

On one hand, that viewpoint is a logical product of America’ s evolution. Manufacturing is
not the economic engine that it once was. The job security that the US economy once offered to
high school graduates has largely evaporated. More education is the new principle. We want
more for our kids, and rightfully so.

But the headlong push into bachelor’ s degrees for all - and the subtle devaluing of
anything less - misses an important point: That’ s not the only thing the American economy
needs. Yes, a bachelor’ s degree opens more doors. But even now, 54 percent of the jobs in the
country are middle-skill jobs, such as construction and high-skill manufacturing. But only 44
percent of workers are adequately trained.

In other words, at a time when the working class has turned the country on its political head,

frustrated that the opportunity that once defined America is vanishing, one obvious solution is
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staring us in the face. There is a gap in working-class jobs, but the workers who need those jobs

most aren’ t equipped to do them. Koziatek” s Manchester School of Technology High School is
trying to fill that gap.
Koziatek s school is a wake-up call. When education becomes one-size-fits-all, it risks

overlooking a nation’ s diversity of gifts.

21.A broken bike chain is mentioned to show students’ lack of .
A.practical ability

B.academic training

C.pioneering spirit

D.mechanical memorization

22.There exists the prejudice that vocational education is for kids who
A.have a stereotyped mind

B.have no career motivation

C.are not academically successful

D.are financially disadvantaged

23.We can infer from Paragraph 5 that high school graduates

A.used to have big financial concerns

B.used to have more job opportunities

C.are reluctant to work in manufacturing

D.are entitled to more educational privileges

24.The headlong push into bachelor’ s degrees for all

A helps create a lot of middle-skill jobs

B.may narrow the gap in working-class jobs

C.is expected to yield a better-trained workforce

D.indicates the overvaluing of higher education

25.The author’ s attitude toward Koziatek’ s school can be described as
A.supportive

B.tolerant

C.disappointed

D.cautious

2018 4F Text 2

While fossil fuels - coal, oil, gas - still generate roughly 85 percent of the world” s
energy supply, it” s clearer than ever that the future belongs to renewable sources such as wind
and solar. The move to renewables is picking up momentum around the world: They now account
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for more than half of new power sources going on line.

Some growth stems from a commitment by governments and farsighted businesses to fund
cleaner energy sources. But increasingly the story is about the plummeting prices of renewables,
especially wind and solar. The cost of solar panels has dropped by 80 percent and the cost of
wind turbines by close to one-third in the past eight years.

In many parts of the world renewable energy is already a principal energy source. In
Scotland, for example, wind turbines provide enough electricity to power 95 percent of homes.
While the rest of the world takes the lead, notably China and Europe, the United States is also
seeing a remarkable shift. In March, for the first time, wind and solar power accounted for more
than 10 percent of the power generated in the US, reported the US Energy Information
Administration.

President Trump has underlined fossil fuels - especially coal - as the path to economic
growth. In a recent speech in lowa, he dismissed wind power as an unreliable energy source. But
that message did not play well with many in lowa, where wind turbines dot the fields and provide
36 percent of the state” s electricity generation - and where tech giants like Microsoft are being
attracted by the availability of clean energy to power their data centers.

The question “what happens when the wind doesn’ t blow or the sun doesn’ t shine?” has
provided a quick put-down for skeptics. But a boost in the storage capacity of batteries is making
their ability to keep power flowing around the clock more likely.

The advance is driven in part by vehicle manufacturers, who are placing big bets on
battery-powered electric vehicles. Although electric cars are still a rarity on roads now, this
massive investment could change the picture rapidly in coming years.

While there” s a long way to go, the trend lines for renewables are spiking. The pace of
change in energy sources appears to be speeding up - perhaps just in time to have a
meaningful effect in slowing climate change. What Washington does - or doesn’ tdo - to

promote alternative energy may mean less and less at a time of a global shift in thought.

26.The word “plummeting” (Line 3, Para. 2) is closest in meaning to
A.rising

B.falling

C.changing

D.stabilizing

27.According to Paragraph 3, the use of renewable energy in America
A.is as extensive as in Europe

B.is progressing notably

C.has proved to be impractical

D.faces many challenges

28.1t can be learned that in Towa,
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A.wind energy has replaced fossil fuels

B.there is a shortage of clean energy supply

C.tech giants are investing in clean energy

D.wind is a widely used energy source

29.Which of the following is true about clean energy according to Paragraphs 5 & 6?
A.Its application has boosted battery storage.

B.It is commonly used in car manufacturing.

C.Its continuous supply is becoming a reality.

D.Its sustainable exploitation will remain difficult.

30.It can be inferred from the last paragraph that renewable energy
A.is not really encouraged by the US government

B.is not competitive enough with regard to its cost

C.will bring the US closer to other countries

D.will accelerate global environmental change

2010 £F Text 2

I was addressing a small gathering in a suburban Virginia living room -- a women’ s group
that had invited men to join them. Throughout the evening, one man had been particularly
talkative, frequently offering ideas and anecdotes, while his wife sat silently beside him on the
couch. Toward the end of the evening, I commented that women frequently complain that their
husbands don’ t talk to them. This man quickly nodded in agreement. He gestured toward his
wife and said, “She’ s the talker in our family.” The room burst into laughter; the man looked
puzzled and hurt. “It’ s true,” he explained. “When I come home from work I have nothing
to say. If she didn’ t keep the conversation going, we’ d spend the whole evening in silence.”

This episode crystallizes the irony that although American men tend to talk more than

women in public situations, they often talk less at home. And this pattern is wreaking havoc with
marriage.
The pattern was observed by political scientist Andrew Hacker in the late 1970s. Sociologist
Catherine Kohler Riessman reports in her new book Divorce Talk that most of the women she
interviewed -- but only a few of the men -- gave lack of communication as the reason for their
divorces. Given the current divorce rate of nearly 50 percent that amounts to millions of cases in
the United States every year -- a virtual epidemic of failed conversation.

In my own research, complaints from women about their husbands most often focused not
on tangible inequities such as having given up the chance for a career to accompany a husband to
his ,or doing far more than their share of daily life-support work like cleaning, cooking and social
arrangements. Instead, they focused on communication: “He doesn’t listen to me.” “He doesn’
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t talk to me.” I found, as Hacker observed years before, that most wives want their husbands to

be, first and foremost, conversational partners, but few husbands share this expectation of their
wives.

In short, the image that best represents the current crisis is the stereotypical cartoon scene of
a man sitting at the breakfast table with a newspaper held up in front of his face, while a woman

glares at the back of it, wanting to talk.

26. What is most wives’ main expectation of their husbands?
[A
[B
[C
[D

27. Judging from the context, the phrase “wreaking havoc” (Line2, Para.2)most probably means

—_—

Talking to them.
Trusting them.

Supporting their careers.

Sharing housework

[A
[B
[C
[D] creating pressure

28. All of the following are true EXCEPT

A] men tend to talk more in public than women

—_—

generating motivation
exerting influence

causing damage

B] nearly 50 percent of recent divorces are caused by failed conversation

C] women attach much importance to communication between couples
D] a female tends to be more talkative at home than her spouse

29. Which of the following can best summarize the main idea of this text?
[A] The moral decaying deserves more research by sociologists.

[B] Marriage break-up stems from sex inequalities.

[C] Husband and wife have different expectations from their marriage.
[D] Conversational patterns between man and wife are different.

30. In the following part immediately after this text, the author will most probably focus on

A
B
C
D

a vivid account of the new book Divorce Talk

—_—

a detailed description of the stereotypical cartoon

other possible reasons for a high divorce rate in the US

[
[
[
[

a brief introduction to the political scientist Andrew Hacker
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2010 4F Text 1

The longest bull run in a century of art-market history ended on a dramatic note with a sale
of 56 works by Damien Hiret, “Beautiful Inside My Head Forever”, at Sotheby’ s in London on
September 15th 2008. All but two pieces sold, fetching more than £70m, a record for a sale by a
single artist. It was a last victory. As the auctioneer called out bids, in New York one of the
oldest banks on Wall Street, Lehman Brother, filed for bankruptcy.

The world art market had already been losing momentum for a while after rising
bewilderingly since 2003. At its peak in 2007 it was worth some $65 billion, reckons Clare
McAndrew, founder of art Economics, a research firm -- double the figure five year earlier. Since
then it may have come down to $50 billion. But the market generates interest far beyond its size
because it brings together great wealth, enormous egos, greed, passion and controversy in a way
matched by few other industries.

In the weeks and months that followed Mr.Hirst” s sale, spending of any sort became deeply
unfashionable. In the art world that meant collectors stayed away from galleries and salerooms.
Sale of contemporary art fell by two-thirds, and in the most overheated sector, they were down
by nearly 90 % in the year to November 2008.Within weeks the world” s two biggest auction
houses, Sotheby’ s and Christie” s, had to pay out nearly $200m in guarantees to clients who had
placed works for sale with them.

The current downturn in the art market is the worst since the Japanese stopped buying
Impressionists at the end of 1989.This time experts reckon that prices are about 40 % down on
their peak on average, though some have been far more fluctuant. But Edward Dolman, Christe’

s chief executive, says: “I’ m pretty confident we’ re at the bottom.”

What makes this slump different from the last, he says, is that there are still buyers in the
market. Almost everyone who was interviewed for this special report said that the biggest
problem at the moment is not a lack of demand but a lack of good work to sell. The three Ds --
death, debt and divorce -- still deliver workers of art to the market. But anyone who does not
have to sell is keeping away, waiting for confidence to return.

21. In the first paragraph, Damien Hirst’ s sale was referred to as “a last victory ”  because

[A] the art marker had witnessed a succession of victories

[B] the auctioneer finally got the two pieces at the highest bids

[C] Beautiful inside My Head Forever won over all masterpieces

[D] it was successfully made just before the world financial crisis

22. By saying “spending of any sort became deeply unfashionable” (Linel-2,Para.3), the author
suggests that

[A] collectors were no longer actively involved art - market auctions

[B] people stopped every kind of spending and stayed away from galleries
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[C] art collection as a fashion had lost its appeal to a great extent

[D] works of art in general had gone out of fashion so they were not worth buying
23. Which of the following statements is NOT true?

[A] Sales of contemporary art fell dramatically from 2007 to 2008

[B] The art market surpassed many other industries in momentum.

[C] The art market generally went downward in various ways.

[D] Some art dealers were awaiting better chances to come.

24. The three Ds mentioned in the last paragraph are

[A] auction houses’  favorites

[B] contemporary trends

[C] factors promoting artwork circulation

[D] styles representing Impressionists

25. The most appropriate title for this text could be
A] Fluctuation of Art prices

B] Up-to-date Art Auctions

C] Art Market in Decline

D] Shifted Interest in Arts

— /e

2012 4F Text 1

Homework has never been terribly popular with students and even many parents, but in
recent years it has been particularly scorned. School districts across the country, most recently
Los Angeles Unified, are revising their thinking on his educational ritual. Unfortunately, L.A.
Unified has produced an inflexible policy which mandates that with the exception of some
advanced courses, homework may no longer count for more than 10% of a student’ s academic
grade.

This rule is meant to address the difficulty that students from impoverished or chaotic
homes might have in completing their homework. But the policy is unclear and contradictory.
Certainly, no homework should be assigned that students cannot do compete on their own or that
they cannot do without expensive equipment. But if the district is essentially giving a pass to
students who do not do their homework because of complicated family lives, it is going riskily
close to the implication that standards need to be lowered for poor children.

District administrators say that homework will still be a part of schooling: teachers are
allowed to assign as much of it as they want. But with homework counting for no more than 10%
of their grades, students can easily skip half their homework and see very little difference on their

report cards. Some students might do well on state tests without completing their homework, but
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what about the students who performed well on the tests and did their homework? It is quite

possible that the homework helped. Yet rather than empowering teachers to find what works best
for their students, the policy imposes a flat, across-the-board rule.

At the same time, the policy addresses none of the truly thorny questions about homework.
If the district finds homework to be unimportant to its students’ academic achievement, it
should move to reduce or eliminate the assignments, not make them count for almost nothing.
Conversely, if homework matter, it should account for a significant portion of the grade.
Meanwhile, this policy does nothing to ensure that the homework students receive is meaningful
or appropriate to their age and the subject, or that teachers are not assigning more than they are
willing to review and correct.

The homework rules should be put on hold while the school board, which is responsible for
setting educational policy, looks into the matter and conducts public hearings. It is not too late
for L.A. Unified to do homework right.

21. Itis implied in paragraph 1 that nowadays homework
[A
[B
[C
[D

22. L.A. Unified has made the rule about homework mainly because poor students

—_—

is receiving more criticism
is no longer an educational ritual

is not required for advanced courses

is gaining more preferences

[A] tend to have moderate expectations for their education

[B] have asked for a different educational standard

[C] may have problems finishing their homework

[D] have voiced their complaints about homework

23. According to Paragraph 3, one problem with the policy is that it may
[A] discourage students from doing homework

[B] result in students’  indifference to their report cards

[C] undermine the authority of state tests

[D] restrict teachers”  power in education

24 . As mentioned in Paragraph 4, a key question unanswered about homework is whether

[A] it should be eliminated

[B] it counts much in schooling

[C] it places extra burdens on teachers

[D] it is important for grades

25. A suitable title for this text could be

[A] Wrong Interpretation of an Educational Policy

[B] A Welcomed Policy for Poor Students
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[C] Thorny Questions about Homework

[D] A Faulty Approach to Homework

2011 4F Text 1

Ruth Simmons joined Goldman Sachs’s board as an outside director in January 2000; a year
later she became president of Brown University. For the rest of the decade she apparently
managed both roles without attracting much criticism. But by the end of 2009 Ms. Simmons was
under fire for having sat on Goldman’ s compensation committee; how could she have let those
enormous bonus payouts pass unremarked? By February the next year Ms. Simmons had left the
board. The position was just taking up too much time, she said.

Outside directors are supposed to serve as helpful, yet less biased, advisers on a firm’ s
board. Having made their wealth and their reputations elsewhere, they presumably have enough
independence to disagree with the chief executive’ s proposals. If the sky, and the share price, is
falling, outside directors should be able to give advice based on having weathered their own
crises.

The researchers from Ohio University used a database that covered more than 10,000 firms
and more than 64,000 different directors between 1989 and 2004. Then they simply checked
which directors stayed from one proxy statement to the next. The most likely reason for
departing a board was age, so the researchers concentrated on those “surprise” disappearances
by directors under the age of 70. They found that after a surprise departure, the probability that
the company will subsequently have to restate earnings increased by nearly 20%. The likelihood
of being named in a federal class-action lawsuit also increases, and the stock is likely to perform
worse. The effect tended to be larger for larger firms. Although a correlation between them
leaving and subsequent bad performance at the firm is suggestive, it does not mean that such
directors are always jumping off a sinking ship. Often they “trade up,” leaving riskier, smaller
firms for larger and more stable firms.

But the researchers believe that outside directors have an easier time of avoiding a blow to
their reputations if they leave a firm before bad news breaks, even if a review of history shows
they were on the board at the time any wrongdoing occurred. Firms who want to keep their
outside directors through tough times may have to create incentives. Otherwise outside directors
will follow the example of Ms. Simmons, once again very popular on campus.

21. According to Paragraph 1, Ms. Simmons was criticized for
[A] gaining excessive profits
[B] failing to fulfill her duty

[C] refusing to make compromises
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[D] leaving the board in tough times

22. We learn from Paragraph 2 that outside directors are supposed to be

[A] generous investors

[B] unbiased executives

[C] share price forecasters

[D] independent advisers

23. According to the researchers from Ohio University after an outside director’ s surprise
departure, the firm is likely to

[A] become more stable

[B] report increased earnings

[C] do less well in the stock market

[D] perform worse in lawsuits

24. 1t can be inferred from the last paragraph that outside directors

[A] may stay for the attractive offers from the firm

[B] have often had records of wrongdoings in the firm

[C] are accustomed to stress-free work in the firm

[D] will decline incentives from the firm

25. The author’ s attitude toward the role of outside directors is

[A] permissive

[B] positive
[C] scornful
[D] critical

2011 4F Text 2

Whatever happened to the death of newspaper? A year ago the end seemed near. The
recession threatened to remove the advertising and readers that had not already fled to the
internet. Newspapers like the San Francisco Chronicle were chronicling their own doom.

America’ s Federal Trade commission launched a round of talks about how to save newspapers.
Should they become charitable corporations? Should the state subsidize them? It will hold
another meeting soon. But the discussions now seem out of date.

In much of the world there is little sign of crisis. German and Brazilian papers have
shrugged off the recession. Even American newspapers, which inhabit the most troubled corner
of the global industry, have not only survived but often returned to profit. Not the 20% profit
margins that were routine a few years ago, but profit all the same.

It has not been much fun. Many papers stayed afloat by pushing journalists overboard. The
American Society of News Editors reckons that 13,500 newsroom jobs have gone since 2007.
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Readers are paying more for slimmer products. Some papers even had the nerve to refuse

delivery to distant suburbs. Yet these desperate measures have proved the right ones and, sadly
for many journalists, they can be pushed further.

Newspapers are becoming more balanced businesses, with a healthier mix of revenues from
readers and advertisers. American papers have long been highly unusual in their reliance on ads.
Fully 87% of their revenues came from advertising in 2008, according to the Organization for
Economic Cooperation & Development (OECD). In Japan the proportion is 35%. Not
surprisingly, Japanese newspapers are much more stable.

The whirlwind that swept through newsrooms harmed everybody, but much of the damage
has been concentrated in areas where newspapers are least distinctive. Car and film reviewers
have gone. So have science and general business reporters. Foreign bureaus have been savagely
cut off. Newspapers are less complete as a result. But completeness is no longer a virtue in the

newspaper business.

26. By saying “Newspapers like *+ their own doom” (Lines 2-3, Para. 1), the author indicates
that newspaper

[A] neglected the sign of crisis

[B] failed to get state subsidies

[C] were not charitable corporations

[D] were in a desperate situation

27. Some newspapers refused delivery to distant suburbs probably because

A

B

C

D

28. Compared with their American counterparts, Japanese newspapers are much more stable

—_—

readers threatened to pay less
newspapers wanted to reduce costs

journalists reported little about these areas

[
[
[
[

subscribers complained about slimmer products

because they
A] have more sources of revenue

B] have more balanced newsrooms

— /e

]
C] are less dependent on advertising
D] are less affected by readership

29. What can be inferred from the last paragraph about the current newspaper business?
[A
[B
[C
[D
30. The most appropriate title for this text would be

—_—

Distinctiveness is an essential feature of newspapers.
Completeness is to blame for the failure of newspaper.

Foreign bureaus play a crucial role in the newspaper business.

—_

Readers have lost their interest in car and film reviews.

[A] American Newspapers: Struggling for Survival
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[B] American Newspapers: Gone with the Wind

[C] American Newspapers: A Thriving Business

[D] American Newspapers: A Hopeless Story

2011 4F Text 3

We tend to think of the decades immediately following World War II as a time of prosperity
and growth, with soldiers returning home by the millions, going off to college on the G. I. Bill
and lining up at the marriage bureaus.

But when it came to their houses, it was a time of common sense and a belief that less could
truly be more. During the Depression and the war, Americans had learned to live with less, and
that restraint, in combination with the postwar confidence in the future, made small, efficient
housing positively stylish.

Economic condition was only a stimulus for the trend toward efficient living. The phrase

“less is more” was actually first popularized by a German, the architect Ludwig Mies van der
Rohe, who like other people associated with the Bauhaus, a school of design, emigrated to the
United States before World War II and took up posts at American architecture schools. These
designers came to exert enormous influence on the course of American architecture, but none
more so that Mies.

Mies’ s signature phrase means that less decoration, properly organized, has more impact
than a lot. Elegance, he believed, did not derive from abundance. Like other modern architects,
he employed metal, glass and laminated wood-materials that we take for granted today buy that
in the 1940s symbolized the future. Mies’ s sophisticated presentation masked the fact that the
spaces he designed were small and efficient, rather than big and often empty.

The apartments in the elegant towers Mies built on Chicago ’ s Lake Shore Drive, for
example, were smaller-two-bedroom units under 1,000 square feet-than those in their older
neighbors along the city” s Gold Coast. But they were popular because of their airy glass walls,
the views they afforded and the elegance of the buildings °  details and proportions, the
architectural equivalent of the abstract art so popular at the time.

The trend toward “less” was not entirely foreign. In the 1930s Frank Lloyd Wright started
building more modest and efficient houses-usually around 1,200 square feet-than the spreading
two-story ones he had designed in the 1890s and the early 20th century.

The “Case Study Houses” commissioned from talented modern architects by California
Arts & Architecture magazine between 1945 and 1962 were yet another homegrown influence on

»

the “less is more” trend. Aesthetic effect came from the landscape, new materials and forthright

detailing. In his Case Study House, Ralph everyday life--few American families acquired
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helicopters, though most eventually got clothes dryers--but his belief that self-sufficiency was

both desirable and inevitable was widely shared.

31. The postwar American housing style largely reflected the Americans’

[A] prosperity and growth

[B] efficiency and practicality

[C] restraint and confidence

[D] pride and faithfulness

32. Which of the following can be inferred from Paragraph 3 about Bauhaus?
[A] It was founded by Ludwig Mies van der Rohe.

[B] Its designing concept was affected by World War I1.

[C] Most American architects used to be associated with it.

[D] It had a great influence upon American architecture.

33. Mies held that elegance of architectural design

[A] was related to large space

[B] was identified with emptiness

[C] was not reliant on abundant decoration

[D] was not associated with efficiency

34. What is true about the apartments Mies building Chicago’ s Lake Shore Drive?
[A] They ignored details and proportions.

[B] They were built with materials popular at that time.

[C] They were more spacious than neighboring buildings.

[D] They shared some characteristics of abstract art.

35. What can we learn about the design of the “Case Study House” ?
A
B
C

D

—_—

Mechanical devices were widely used.
Natural scenes were taken into consideration

Details were sacrificed for the overall effect.

[
[
[
[

Eco-friendly materials were employed.

2011 4F Text 4

Will the European Union make it? The question would have sounded strange not long ago.
Now even the project’ s greatest cheerleaders talk of a continent facing a “Bermuda triangle” of
debt, population decline and lower growth.

As well as those chronic problems, the EU face an acute crisis in its economic core, the 16
countries that use the single currency. Markets have lost faith that the euro zone’ s economies,
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weaker or stronger, will one day converge thanks to the discipline of sharing a single currency,
which denies uncompetitive members the quick fix of devaluation.

Yet the debate about how to save Europe’ s single currency from disintegration is stuck. It is
stuck because the euro zone’ s dominant powers, France and Germany, agree on the need for
greater harmonization within the euro zone, but disagree about what to harmonies.

Germany thinks the euro must be saved by stricter rules on borrow spending and
competitiveness, backed by quasi-automatic sanctions for governments that do not obey. These
might include threats to freeze EU funds for poorer regions and EU mega-projects and even the
suspension of a country ’ s voting rights in EU ministerial councils. It insists that economic
co-ordination should involve all 27 members of the EU club, among whom there is a small
majority for free-market liberalism and economic rigour; in the inner core alone, Germany fears,
a small majority favour French interference.

A “southern” camp headed by French wants something different: “European economic
government ”  within an inner core of euro-zone members. Translated, that means politicians
intervening in monetary policy and a system of redistribution from richer to poorer members, via
cheaper borrowing for governments through common Eurobonds or complete fiscal transfers.
Finally, figures close to the France government have murmured, euro-zone members should
agree to some fiscal and social harmonization: e.g., curbing competition in corporate-tax rates or
labour costs.

It is too soon to write off the EU. It remains the world” s largest trading block. At its best,
the European project is remarkably liberal: built around a single market of 27 rich and poor
countries, its internal borders are far more open to goods, capital and labour than any comparable
trading area. It is an ambitious attempt to blunt the sharpest edges of globalization, and make

capitalism benign.

36. The EU is faced with so many problems that

[A] it has more or less lost faith in markets

[B] even its supporters begin to feel concerned

[C] some of its member countries plan to abandon euro

[D] it intends to deny the possibility of devaluation

37. The debate over the EU’ s single currency is stuck because the dominant powers
A
B
C
D

38. To solve the euro problem, Germany proposed that

—_—

are competing for the leading position
are busy handling their own crises

fail to reach an agreement on harmonization

[
[
[
[

—_

disagree on the steps towards disintegration

[A] EU funds for poor regions be increased

[B] stricter regulations be imposed
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[C] only core members be involved in economic co-ordination

[D] voting rights of the EU members be guaranteed

39. The French proposal of handling the crisis implies that .

[A] poor countries are more likely to get funds

[B] strict monetary policy will be applied to poor countries

[C] loans will be readily available to rich countries

[D] rich countries will basically control Eurobonds

40. Regarding the future of the EU, the author seems to feel

A
B
C
D

—_—

pessimistic
desperate

conceited

[
[
[
[

hopeful

2014 4F Text 4

When the government talks about infrastructure contributing to the economy the focus is
usually on roads, railways, broadband and energy. Housing is seldom mentioned.

Why is that? To some extent the housing sector must shoulder the blame. We have not been
good at communicating the real value that housing can contribute to economic growth. Then
there is the scale of the typical housing project. It is hard to shove for attention among
multibillion-pound infrastructure projects, so it is inevitable that the attention is focused
elsewhere. But perhaps the most significant reason is that the issue has always been so politically
charged.

Nevertheless, the affordable housing situation is desperate. Waiting lists increase all the
time and we are simply not building enough new homes.

The comprehensive spending review offers an opportunity for the government to help
rectify this. It needs to put historical prejudices to one side and take some steps to address our
urgent housing need.

There are some indications that it is preparing to do just that. The communities minister,
Don Foster, has hinted that George Osborne, Chancellor of the Exchequer, may introduce more
flexibility to the current cap on the amount that local authorities can borrow against their housing
stock debt. Evidence shows that 60,000 extra new homes could be built over the next five years if
the cap were lifted, increasing GDP by 0.6%.

Ministers should also look at creating greater certainty in the rental environment, which
would have a significant impact on the ability of registered providers to fund new developments

from revenues.
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But it is not just down to the government. While these measures would be welcome in the

short term, we must face up to the fact that the existing £4.5bn programme of grants to fund new
affordable housing, set to expire in 2015, is unlikely to be extended beyond then. The Labour
Party has recently announced that it will retain a large part of the coalition” s spending plans if it
returns to power. The housing sector needs to accept that we are very unlikely to ever return to
the era of large-scale public grants. We need to adjust to this changing climate.

While the government’ s commitment to long-term funding may have changed, the very
pressing need for more affordable housing is real and is not going away.
36. The author believes that the housing sector
[A] has attracted much attention
[B] involves certain political factors
[C] shoulders too much responsibility
[D] has lost its real value in economy
37. It can be learned that affordable housing has
[A] increased its home supply
[B] offered spending opportunities
[C] suffered government biases
[D] disappointed the government
38. According to Paragraph 5, George Osborne may
[A] allow greater government debt for housing
[B] stop local authorities from building homes
[C] prepare to reduce housing stock debt
[D] release a lifted GDP growth forecast
39. It can be inferred that a stable rental environment would
A
B
C
D

40. The author believes that after 2015, the government may

—_—

lower the costs of registered providers
lessen the impact of government interference

contribute to funding new developments

[
[
[
[

relieve the minister of responsibilities

[A] implement more policies to support housing

[B] review the need for large-scale public grants
[C] renew the affordable housing grants programme
(D]

D] stop generous funding to the housing sector
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2015 4E Text 1

A new study suggests that contrary to most surveys, people are actually more stressed at
home than at work. Researchers measured people’ s cortisol, which is a stress marker, while they
were at work and while they were at home and found it higher at what is supposed to be a place
of refuge.

“Further contradicting conventional wisdom, we found that women as well as men have
lower levels of stress at work than at home,” writes one of the researchers, Sarah Damaske. In
fact women even say they feel better at work, she notes, “It is men, not women, who report
being happier at home than at work.” Another surprise is that the findings hold true for both
those with children and without, but more so for nonparents. This is why people who work
outside the home have better health.

What the study doesn’ t measure is whether people are still doing work when they’ re at
home, whether it is household work or work brought home from the office. For many men, the
end of the workday is a time to kick back. For women who stay home, they never get to leave the
office. And for women who work outside the home, they often are playing
catch-up-with-household tasks. With the blurring of roles, and the fact that the home frontlags
well behind the workplace in making adjustments for working women, it’ s not surprising that
women are more stressed at home.

Butit’ s not just a gender thing. At work, people pretty much know what they’ re supposed
to be doing: working, making money, doing the tasks they have to do in order to draw an income.
The bargain is very pure: Employee puts in hours of physical or mental labor and employee
draws out life-sustaining moola.

On the home front, however, people have no such clarity. Rare is the household in which the
division of labor is so clinically and methodically laid out. There are a lot of tasks to be done;
there are inadequate rewards for most of them. Your home colleagues - your family - have
no clear rewards for their labor; they need to be talked into it, or if they’ re teenagers, threatened
with complete removal of all electronic devices. Plus, they’ re your family. You cannot fire your
family. You never really get to go home from home

Soit” s not surprising that people are more stressed at home. Not only are the tasks
apparently infinite, the co-workers are much harder to motivate.

21. According to Paragraph 1, most previous surveys found that home

[A
[B
[C
[D
22. According to Damaske, who are likely to be the happiest at home?
[A] Childless wives.

—

offered greater relaxation than the workplace
was an ideal place for stress measurement

generated more stress than the workplace

—_—

was an unrealistic place for relaxation
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[B] Working mothers.

[C] Childless husbands.

[D] Working fathers

23. The blurring of working woman’ s roles refers to the fact that

[A] it is difficult for them to leave their office

[B] their home is also a place for kicking back

[C] there is often much housework left behind

[D] they are both bread winners and housewives

24. The word “moola” (Line3, Para.4) most probably means
[A] skills

[B] energy

[C] earnings

[D] nutrition

25. The home front differs from the workplace in that
[A] division of labor at home is seldom clear-cut

[B] home is hardly a cozier working environment

[C] household tasks are generally more motivating

(D]

D] family labor is often adequately rewarded

2015 4F Text 2
For years, studies have found that first-generation college students - those who do not
have a parent with a college degree - lag other students on a range of education achievement

factors. Their grades are lower and their dropout rates are higher. But since such students are
most likely to advance economically if they succeed in higher education, colleges and
universities have pushed for decades to recruit more of them. This has created “a paradox” in
that recruiting first-generation students, but then watching many of them fail, means that higher
education has “continued to reproduce and widen, rather than close” an achievement gap based
on social class, according to the depressing beginning of a paper forthcoming in the journal
Psychological Science.

But the article is quite optimistic, as it outlines a potential solution to this problem,
suggesting that an approach (which involves a one-hour, next-to-no-cost program) can close 63
percent of the achievement gap (measured by such factors as grades) between first-generation
and other students.

The authors of the paper are from different universities, and their findings are based on a
study involving 147 students (who completed the project) at an unnamed private university. First
generation was defined as not having a parent with a four-year college degree. Most of the
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first-generation students (59.1 percent) were recipients of Pell Grants, a federal grant for

undergraduates with financial need, while this was true only for 8.6 percent of the students with
at least one parent with a four-year degree.

Their thesis - that a relatively modest intervention could have a big impact - was based
on the view that first-generation students may be most lacking not in potential but in practical
knowledge about how to deal with the issues that face most college students. They cite past
research by several authors to show that this is the gap that must be narrowed to close the
achievement gap.

Many first-generation students

struggle to navigate the middle-class culture of higher
education, learn the ‘rules of the game,” and take advantage of college resources,” they write.
And this becomes more of a problem when colleges don’ t talk about the class advantages and
disadvantages of different groups of students. “Because US colleges and universities seldom
acknowledge how social class can affect students ’ educational experiences, many
first-generation students lack insight about why they are struggling and do not understand how

students  ‘like them’  can improve.”

26. Recruiting more first-generation students has

[A] reduced their dropout rates

[B] narrowed the achievement gap

[C] depressed college students

[D] missed its original purpose

27. The authors of the research article are optimistic because
[A] their findings appeal to students

[B] the recruiting rate has increased

[C] the problem is solvable

[D] their approach is costless

28. The study suggests that most first-generation students
[A] study at private universities

[B] are from single-parent families

[C] are in need of financial support

[D] have failed their college

29. The authors of the paper believe that first-generation students
[A] are actually indifferent to the achievement gap

[B] can have a potential influence on other students

[C] may lack opportunities to apply for research projects
[D] are inexperienced in handling their issues at college
30. We may infer from the last paragraph that

[A] universities often reject the culture of the middle-class
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[B] colleges are partly responsible for the problem in question

[C] social class greatly helps enrich educational experiences

[D] students are usually to blame for their lack of resources

2015 4E Text 3

Even in traditional offices, “the lingua franca of corporate America has gotten much more

4

emotional and much more right-brained than it was 20 years ago,” said Harvard Business School
professor Nancy Koehn. She started spinning off examples. “if you and I parachuted back to
Fortune 500 companies in 1990, we would see much less frequent use of terms like journey,
mission, passion. There were goals, there were strategies, there were objectives, but we didn’ t
talk about energy; we didn’ t talk about passion. ”

Koehn pointed out that this new era of corporate vocabulary is very “team” -oriented -
and not by coincidence. “Let’ s not forget sports - in male-dominated corporate America, it’
s still a big deal. It” s not explicitly conscious, it” s the idea that I’ m a coach, and you’ re my team,
and we’ re in this together. There are lots and lots of CEOs in very different companies, but most
think of themselves as coaches and this is their team and they want to win.”

These terms are intended to infuse work with meaning - and, as Khurana points out,
increase allegiance to the firm. “You have the importation of terminology that historically used
to be associated with non-profit organizations and religious organizations: Terms like vision,
values, passion, and purpose,” said Khurana.

This new focus on personal fulfillment can help keep employees motivated amid
increasingly loud debates over work-life balance. The “mommy wars” of the 1990s are still
going on today, prompting arguments about why women still can’ t have it all and books like
Sheryl Sandberg’ s Lean In, whose title has become a buzzword in its own right. Terms like
unplug, offline, life-hack, bandwidth, and capacity are all about setting boundaries between the
office and the home. But if your work is your “passion” , you’ Il be more likely to devote
yourself to it, even if that means going home for dinner and then working long after the kids are
in bed.

But this seems to be the irony of office speak: everyone makes fun of it, but managers love
it, companies depend on it, and regular people willingly absorbs it. As Nunberg said, “You can
get people to think it” s nonsense at the same time that you buy into it.” In a workplace that’ s
fundamentally indifferent to your life and its meaning, office speak can help you figure out how

you relate to your work - and how your work defines who you are.

31. According to Nancy Koehn, office language has become
[A] more objective
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[B] less energetic

[C] more emotional

[D] less strategic

32. “Team” -oriented corporate vocabulary is closely related to
[A
[B
[C
[D

33. Khurana believes that the importation of terminology aims to

—_—

sports culture
gender difference

historical incidents

athletic executives

[A] promote company image

[B] strengthen employee loyalty

[C] foster corporate cooperation

[D] revive historical terms

34. It can be inferred that Lean In

[A] voices for working women

[B] appeals to passionate workaholics
[C] triggers debates among mommies
[D] praises motivated employees

35. Which of the following statements is true about office speak?
[A] Managers admire it but avoid it.

[B] Linguists believe it to be nonsense.
[C] Companies find it to be fundamental.
[D] Regular people mock it but accept it.

2016 4F Text 1

It” s true that high-school coding classes aren’ t essential for learning computer science in
college. Students without experience can catch up after a few introductory courses, said Tom
Cortina, the assistant dean at Carnegie Mellon” s School of Computer Science.

However, Cortina said, early exposure is beneficial. When younger kids learn computer
science, they learn that it” s not just a confusing, endless string of letters and numbers - but a
tool to build apps, or create artwork, or test hypotheses. It” s not as hard for them to transform
their thought processes as it is for older students. Breaking down problems into bite-sized chunks
and using code to solve them becomes normal. Giving more children this training could increase

the number of people interested in the field and help fill the jobs gap, Cortina said.
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Students also benefit from learning something about coding before they get to college,

where introductory computer-science classes are packed to the brim, which can drive the
less-experienced or-determined students away.

The Flatiron School, where people pay to learn programming, started as one of the many
coding bootcamps that ° s become popular for adults looking for a career change. The

“we try to gear lessons toward things they’ re

high-schoolers get the same curriculum, but
interested in,” said Victoria Friedman, an instructor. For instance, one of the apps the students
are developing suggests movies based on your mood.

The students in the Flatiron class probably won’ t drop out of high school and build the next
Facebook. Programming languages have a quick turnover, so the “Ruby on Rails” language
they learned may not even be relevant by the time they enter the job market. But the skills they
learn - how to think logically through a problem and organize the results - apply to any
coding language, said Deborah Seehorn, an education consultant for the state of North Carolina.

Indeed, the Flatiron students might not go into IT at all. But creating a future army of coders
is not the sole purpose of the classes. These kids are going to be surrounded by computers-in
their pockets ,in their offices, in their homes - for the rest of their lives, The younger they learn
how computers think, how to coax the machine into producing what they want - the earlier they
learn that they have the power to do that - the better.

21. Cortina holds that early exposure to computer science makes it easier to

[A
[B
[C
[D

22. In delivering lessons for high - schoolers, Flatiron has considered their

—_—

complete future job training
remodel the way of thinking

formulate logical hypotheses

perfect artwork production

[A] experience

[B] interest

[C] career prospects

[D] academic backgrounds

23. Deborah Seehorn believes that the skills learned at Flatiron will
[A] help students learn other computer languages

[B] have to be upgraded when new technologies come

[C] need improving when students look for jobs

[D] enable students to make big quick money

24. According to the last paragraph, Flatiron students are expected to

[A] bring forth innovative computer technologies

[B] stay longer in the information technology industry
[C] become better prepared for the digitalized world
(D]

D] compete with a future army of programmers
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25. The word “coax” (Line4,Para.6) is closest in meaning to

[A] persuade
B] frighten
C] misguide

[
[
[D] challenge

<)o B

1 D IR
2 ERFEI
3 HABSLE

18 FEH

A.Just say it

B.Be present

C.Skip the small talk
D.Ask for an opinion
E.Find the “metoo” s
F.Name, places, things

G.Pay a unique compliment

Five ways to make conversation with anyone

Conversations are links, which means when you have a conversation with a new person a
link gets formed and every conversation you have after that moment will strengthen the link.

You meet new people every day: the grocery worker, the cab driver, new people at work or
the security guard at the door. Simply starting a conversation with them will form a link.

Here are five simple ways that you can make the first move and start a conversation with
strangers.

41.

Suppose you are in a room with someone you don’ t know and something within you says

“I want to talk with this person” - this is something that mostly happens with all of us. You
wanted to say something - the first word - but it just won’ t come out, it feels like it is stuck
somewhere. I know the feeling and here is my advice: just get it out.

Just think: what is the worst that could happen? They won’ t talk with you? Well, they are

not talking with you now!
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I truly believe that once you get that first word out everything else will just flow. So keep it

simple: “Hi”, “Hey” or “Hello” - do the best you can to gather all of the enthusiasm and
energy you can, put on a big smile and say “Hi” .
42.

It” s a problem all of us face; you have limited time with the person that you want to talk

with and you want to make this talk memorable.

Honestly, if we got stuck in the rut of “hi” , “hello” , “how are you?” and “what’
s going on? ” , you will fail to give the initial jolt to the conversation that can make it so
memorable.

So don’ t be afraid to ask more personal questions. Trust me, you’ 1l be surprised to see how
much people are willing to share if you just ask.

43,

When you meet a person for the first time, make an effort to find the things which you and

that person have in common so that you can build the conversation from that point. When you
start conversation from there and then move outwards, you’ 1l find all of a sudden that the
conversation becomes a lot easier.

44.

Imagine you are pouring your heart out to someone and they are just busy on their phone,

and if you ask for their attention you get the response  “I can multitask” .

So when someone tries to communicate with you, just be in that communication
wholeheartedly. Make eye contact. Trust me, eye contact is where all the magic happens. When
you make eye contact, you can feel the conversation.

45.

You all came into a conversation where you first met the person, but after some time you

may have met again and have forgotten their name. Isn’ t that awkward!
So, remember the little details of the people you met or you talked with; perhaps the places
they have been to, the places they want to go, the things they like, the things they hate -

whatever you talk about.

17 SEHE

Read the following text and answer the questions by finding information from the right column
that corresponds to each of the marked details given in the left column. There are two extra
choices in the right column. Mark your answers on the ANSWER SHEET. (10 points)

The decline in American manufacturing is a common refrain, particularly from Donald
Trump. “We don’ t, make anything anymore.” he told Fox News, while defending his own

made-in-Mexico clothing line.
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Without question, manufacturing has taken a significant hit during recent decades, and

further trade deals raise questions about whether new shocks could hit manufacturing.

But there is also a different way to look at the data.

Across the country, factory owners are now grappling with a new challenge: Instead of
having too many workers, they may end up with too few. Despite trade competition and
outsourcing. American manufacturing still needs to replace tens of thousands of retiring boomers
every year. Millennial may not be that interested in taking their places. Other industries are
recruiting them with similar or better pay.

For factory owners, it all adds up to stiff competition for workers -- and upward pressure on
wages. “They’ re harder to find and they have job offers.” says Jay Dunwell, president of
Wolverine Coil Spring, a family-owned firm. “ They may be coming into the workforce, but
they’ ve been plucked by other industries that are also doing as well as manufacturing.” Mr.
Dunwell has begun bringing high school juniors to the factory so they can get exposed to its
culture.

At RoMan Manufacturing, a maker of electrical transformers and welding equipment that
his father cofounded in 1980, Robert Roth keeps a close eye on the age of his nearly 200 workers.
Five are retiring this year. Mr. Roth has three community-college students enrolled in a
work-placement program, with a starting wage of $17 after two years.

At a worktable inside the transformer plant, young Jason Stenquist looks flustered by the
copper coils he’ s trying to assemble and the arrival of two visitors. It” s his first week on the job.
Asked about his choice of career, he says at high school he considered medical school before
switching to electrical engineering. “I love working with tools. I loving creating.” He says.

But to win over these young workers, manufacturing have to clear another major hurdle:
parents, who lives through the worst US economic downtown since the Great Depression, telling
them to avoid the factory. Millennials “ remember their father and mother both were laid off.
They blame it on the manufacturing recessions.” says Brigit Klohs, chief executive of The Right
Place, a business development agency western Michigan.

These concerns aren’ t misplaced: Employment in manufacturing has fallen from 17 million
in 1970 to 12 million in 2015. When the recovery began, worker strangers first appeared in the
high-skilled trades. Now shortages are appearing at the mid-skilled levels.

“The gap is between the jobs that take on skill and those that require a lot of skills.” says
rob Spohr, a business professor at Montcalm Community College. “There’ re enough people to
fill the jobs at McDonalds and other places where you don’ t need to have much skill. It's that gap
in between, and that's where the problem is.”

Julie parks of Grand Rapids Community College points to another key to luring Millennials
into manufacturing: a worker life balance. While their parents were content to work long hours,
young people value flexibility. “Overtime is not attractive to this generation. They really want to

live their lives,”  she says.

o146 71 I 161 T



KA A T EHRBER S 4

[A] believe that it is important to keep a close eye on

the age of his workers

41.Jay Dunwell [B] says that the manufacturing recession is to blame

for the layoff of the young people”’ s parents.

42 .Jason Stenquist [C] says that for factory owners, workers are harder to
find because of stiff competition.

43 Birgit Klohs [D]says that he switched to electrical engineering

because he loves working with tools

44. Rob Spohr [E] points out that the US doesn't manufacture
anything anymore

45. Julie Parks [F] points out that there are enough people to fill the
jobs that don't need much skill.

[G] points out that a worker life balance can attract

young people into manufacturing.

16 SFEE

Read the following text and answer the questions by choosing the most suitable subheading from
the list A-G for each numbered paragraph (41-45). There are two extra subheadings which you
do not need to use. Mark your answers on the ANSWER SHEET. (10 points)
[A] Be silly
[B] Have fun
[C] Express your emotions
[D] Don’ t overthink it
[E] Be easily pleased
[F] Notice things
[G] Ask for help

As adults, it seems that we are constantly pursuing happiness, often with mixed results. Yet
children appear to have it down to an art-and for the most part they don’ t need self-help books or
therapy. Instead, they look after their wellbeing instinctively, and usually more effectively than
we do as grownups. Perhaps it” s time to learn a few lessons from them.

41.
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What does a child do when he’ s sad? He cries. When he’ s angry? He shouts. Scared?

Probably a bit of both. As we grow up, we learn to control our emotions so they are manageable

and don’ t dictate our behaviors, which is in many ways a good thing. But too often we take this

process too far and end up suppressing emotions, especially negative ones. That’ s about as

effective as brushing dirt under a carpet and can even make us ill. What we need to do is find a

way to acknowledge and express what we feel appropriately, and then-again, like children-move.
42.

A couple of Christmases ago, my youngest stepdaughter, who was nine years old at the time,

got a Superman T-shirt for Christmas. It cost less than a fiver but she was overjoyed, and couldn’
t stop talking about it. Too often we believe that a new job, bigger house or better car will be the
magic silver bullet that will allow us to finally be content, but the reality is these things have very
little lasting impact on our happiness levels. Instead, being grateful for small things every day is
a much better way to improve wellbeing.

43,

Have you ever noticed how much children laugh? If we adults could indulge in a bit of

silliness and giggling, we would reduce the stress hormones in our bodies increase good
hormones like endorphins, improve blood flow to our hearts and even have a greater chance of
fighting off infection. All of which, of course, have a positive effect on happiness levels.

44.

The problem with being a grown up is that there’ s an awful lot of serious stuff to deal

with-work, mortgage payments, figuring out what to cook for dinner. But as adults we also have
the luxury of being able to control our own diaries and it” s important that we schedule in time to
enjoy the things we love. Those things might be social, sporting, creative or completely random
(dancing around the living room, anyone?)--it doesn’ t matter, so long as they’ re enjoyable, and
not likely to have negative side effects, such as drinking too much alcohol or going on a wild
spending spree if you’ re on a tight budget.

45.

Having said all of the above, it” s important to add that we shouldn’ t try too hard to be

happy. Scientists tell us this can backfire and actually have a negative impact on our wellbeing.
As the Chinese philosopher Chuang Tzu is reported to have said:"Happiness is the absence of
striving for happiness."And in that, once more, we need to look to the example of our children, to

whom happiness is not a goal but a natural byproduct of the way they live.

2015 SFEER

[A] You are not alone
[B] Don’ t fear responsibility for your life
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[C] Pave your own unique path
[D] Most of your fears are unreal
[E] Think about the present moment

[F]

[G] There are many things to be grateful for

Experience helps you grow

Some Old Truths to Help You Overcome Tough Times

Unfortunately, life is not a bed of roses. We are going through life facing sad experiences.
Moreover, we are grieving various kinds of loss: a friendship, a romantic relationship or a house.
Hard times may hold you down at what usually seems like the most inopportune time, but you
should remember that they won’ t last forever.

When our time of mourning is over, we press forward, stronger with a greater understanding
and respect for life. Furthermore, these losses make us mature and eventually move us toward
future opportunities for growth and happiness. I want to share these old truths I’ ve learned along
the way.

41.

Fear is both useful and harmful. This normal human reaction is used to protect us by

signaling danger and preparing us to deal with it. Unfortunately, people create inner barriers with
a help of exaggerating fears. My favorite actor Will Smith once said, “Fear is not real. It is a
product of thoughts you create. Do not misunderstand me. Danger is very real. But fear is a
choice.” 1do completely agree that fears are just the product of our luxuriant imagination.

42.

If you are surrounded by problems and cannot stop thinking about the past, try to focus on

the present moment. Many of us are weighed down by the past or anxious about the future. You
may feel guilt over your past, but you are poisoning the present with the things and
circumstances you cannot change. Value the present moment and remember how fortunate you
are to be alive. Enjoy the beauty of the world around and keep the eyes open to see the
possibilities before you. Happiness is not a point of future and not a moment from the past, but a
mindset that can be designed into the present.

43.

Sometimes it is easy to feel bad because you are going through tough times. You can be

easily caught up by life problems that you forget to pause and appreciate the things you have.
Only strong people prefer to smile and value their life instead of crying and complaining about
something.

44.

No matter how isolated you might feel and how serious the situation is, you should always

remember that you are not alone. Try to keep in mind that almost everyone respects and wants to

help you if you are trying to make a good change in your life, especially your dearest and nearest
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people. You may have a circle of friends who provide constant good humor, help and

companionship. If you have no friends or relatives, try to participate in several online
communities, full of people who are always willing to share advice and encouragement.
45.

Today many people find it difficult to trust their own opinion and seek balance by gaining

objectivity from external sources. This way you devalue your opinion and show that you are
incapable of managing your own life. When you are struggling to achieve something important
you should believe in yourself and be sure that your decision is the best. You live in your skin,

think your own thoughts, have your own values and make your own choices.

2014 SFEE

Emerging in the late Sixties and reaching a peak in the Seventies, Land Art was one of a
range of new forms, including Body Art, Performance Art, Action Art and Installation Art, which
pushed art beyond the traditional confines of the studio and gallery. Rather than portraying
landscape, land artists used the physical substance of land itself as their medium.

The British land artist, typified by Richard Long’ s piece, was not only more domestically
scaled, but a lot quirkier than its American counterpart. Indeed, while you might assume that an
exhibition of Land Art would consist only of records of works rather than the works themselves,
Long’ s photograph of his work is the work. Since his “action” is in the past the photograph is
its sole embodiment.

That might seem rather an obscure point, but it sets the tone for an exhibition that contains a
lot of black-and-white photographs and relatively few natural objects. Long is Britain * s
best-known Land Artist and his Stone Circle, a perfect ring of purplish rocks from Portishead
beach laid out on the gallery floor, represents the elegant, rarefied side of the form. The Boyle
Family, on the other hand, stands for its dirty, urban aspect. Comprising artists Mark Boyle and
Joan Hills and their children, they recreated random sections of the British landscape on gallery
walls. Their Olaf Street Study, a square of brick-strewn waste ground, is one of the few works
here to embrace the mundanity that characterizes most of our experience of the landscape most of
the time.

Parks feature, particularly in the earlier works, such as John Hilliard” s very funny Across
the Park, in which a long-haired stroller is variously smiled at by a pretty girl and unwittingly
assaulted in a sequence of images that turn out to be different parts of the same photograph.

Generally however British land artists preferred to get away from towns, gravitating towards
landscapes that are traditionally considered beautiful such as the Lake District or the Wiltshire
Downs. While it probably wasn’ t apparent at the time, much of this work is permeated by a spirit
of romantic escapism that the likes of Wordsworth would have readily understood. Derek
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Jarman’ s yellow-tinted film Towards Avebury, a collection of long, mostly still shots of the

Wiltshire landscape, evokes a tradition of English landscape painting stretching from Samuel
Palmer to Paul Nash.

In the case of Hamish Fulton, you can’ t help feeling that the Scottish artist has simply found
a way of making his love of walking pay. A typical work, such as Seven Days, consists of a
single beautiful black-and-white photograph taken on an epic walk, with the mileage and number
of days taken listed beneath. British Land Art as shown in this well selected, but relatively
modestly scaled exhibition wasn ~ t about imposing on the landscape, more a kind of
landscape-orientated light conceptual art created passing through. It had its origins in the great

outdoors, but the results were as gallery-bound as the paintings of Turner and Constable.

A] originates from a long walk that the artist took.

41. Stone Circle B] illustrates a kind of landscape-orientated light conceptual art.

42. Olaf Street Study C] reminds people of the English landscape painting tradition.

44. Towards Avebury E] depicts the ordinary side of the British land art.

45. Seven Days F] embodies a romantic escape into the Scottish outdoors.

[
[
[
43. Across the Park [D] represents the elegance of the British land art.
[
[
[

G] contains images from different parts of the same photograph.

Translation

2010 SFE R

“Sustainability ”  has become a popular word these days, but to Ted Ning, the concept
will always have personal meaning. Having endured a painful period of unsustainability in his
own life made it clear to him that sustainability-oriented values must be expressed through
everyday action and choice.

Ning recalls spending a confusing year in the late 1990s selling insurance. He * d been
through the dot-com boom and bust and, desperate for a job, signed on with a Boulder agency.

It didn’ t go well. “It was a really bad move because that’ s not my passion,” says Ning,
whose dilemma about the job translated, predictably, into a lack of sales. “I was miserable. I had
so much anxiety that I would wake up in the middle of the night and stare at the ceiling. I had no

money and needed the job. Everyone said, ‘Just wait, you’ 1l turn the corner, give it some time.’

2011 FEBZ
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Who would have thought that, globally, the IT industry produces about the same volumes of

greenhouse gases as the world’ s airlines do-rough 2 percent of all CO» emissions?
Many everyday tasks take a surprising toll on the environment. A Google search can leak
between 0.2 and 7.0 grams of CO; depending on how many attempts are needed to get the
“right” answer. To deliver results to its users quickly, then, Google has to maintain vast data
centres round the world, packed with powerful computers. While producing large quantities of
CO., these computers emit a great deal of heat, so the centres need to be well air-conditioned,
which uses even more energy.
However, Google and other big tech providers monitor their efficiency closely and make
improvements. Monitoring is the first step on the road to reduction, but there is much to be done,

and not just by big companies.

2012 SFE R

When people in developing countries worry about migration, they are usually concerned at
the prospect of their best and brightest departure to Silicon Valley or to hospitals and universities
in the developed world. These are the kind of workers that countries like Britain, Canada and
Australia try to attract by using immigration rules that privilege college graduates.

Lots of studies have found that well-educated people from developing countries are
particularly likely to emigrate. A big survey of Indian household in 2004 found that nearly 40%
of emigrants had more than a high-school education, compared with around 3.3% of all Indian
over the age of 25. This “brain drain” has long bothered policymakers in poor counties. They
fear that it hurts their economies, depriving them of much-needed skilled workers who could
have taught at their universities, worked in their hospitals and come up with clever new products
for their factories to make.

2013 FFEB

I can pick a date from the past 53 years and know instantly where I was, what happened in
the news and even the day of the week, I’ ve been able to do this, since I was four.

I never feel overwhelmed with the amount of information my brain absorbs. My mind seems
to be able to cope and the information is stored away neatly. When I think of a sad memory, I do
what everybody does -- try to put it to one side. I don’ t think it” s harder for me just because my
memory is clearer. Powerful memory doesn’ t make my emotions any more acute or vivid. I can

recall the day my grandfather died and the sadness I felt when we went to the hospital the day
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before. I also remember that the musical play Hair opened on Broadway on the same day -- they

both just pop into my mind in the same way.

2014 SFEE

Most people would define optimism as being endlessly happy, with a glass that ’ s
perpetually half full. But that’ s exactly the kind of false cheerfulness that positive psychologists
wouldn’ t recommend. “ Healthy optimism means being in touch with reality ” , says Tal
Ben-Shahar, a Harvard professor. According to Ben-Shahar, realistic optimists are those who
make the best of things that happen, but not those who believe everything happens for the best.

In his own life, Ben-Shahar uses three optimistic exercises, which he calls PRP. When he
feels down -- say, after giving a bad lecture -- he grants himself permission (P) to be human. He
reminds himself that not every lecture can be a Nobel winner; some will be less effective than
others. Next is reconstruction (R). He analyzes the weak lecture, learning lessons for the future
about what works and what doesn ’ t. Finally, there is perspective (P), which involves
acknowledging that in the grand scheme of life, one lecture really doesn’ t matter.

2015 FEB

Think about driving a route that’ s very familiar. It could be your commute to work, a trip
into town or the way home. Whichever it is, you know every twist and turn like the back of your
hand. On these sorts of trips it’ s easy to lose concentration on the driving and pay little attention
to the passing scenery. The consequence is that you perceive that the trip has taken less time than
it actually has.

This is the well-travelled road effect: People tend to underestimate the time it takes to travel
a familiar route.

The effect is caused by the way we allocate our attention. When we travel down a
well-known route, because we don’t have to concentrate much, time seems to flow more quickly.
And afterwards, when we come to think back on it, we can’ t remember the journey well because

we didn’ t pay much attention to it. So we assume it was shorter.

2016 SFE R

The supermarket is designed to lure customers into spending as much time as possible
within its doors. The reason for this is simple: The longer you stay in the store, the more stuff
you'll see, and the more stuff you see, the more you'll buy. And supermarkets contain a lot of
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stuff. The average supermarket, according to the Food Marketing Institute, carries some 44,00

different items, and many carry tens of thousands more. The sheer volume of available choice is
enough to send shoppers into a state of information overload. According to brain-scan
experiments, the demands of so much decision-making quickly become too much for us. After
about 40 minutes of shopping, most people stop struggling to be rationally selective, and instead
begin shopping emotionally - which is the point at which we accumulate the 50 percent of stuff

in our cart that we never intended buying.

2017 SFER

My dream has always been to work somewhere in an area between fashion and publishing.
Two years before graduating from secondary school, I took a sewing and design course thinking
that I would move on to a fashion design course. However, during that course I realized I was not
good enough in this area to compete with other creative personalities in the future, so I decided
that it was not the right path for me. Before applying for university I told everyone that I would
study journalism, because writing was, and still is, one of my favorite activities. But, to be honest,
I said it, because I thought that fashion and me together was just a dream -- I knew that no one
could imagine me in the fashion industry at all! So I decided to look for some fashion-related
courses that included writing. This is when I noticed the course “Fashion Media & Promotion.”

2018 FFET

A fifth grader gets a homework assignment to select his future career path from a list of
occupations. He ticks “astronaut” but quickly adds “scientist” to the list and selects it as well.
The boy is convinced that if he reads enough, he can explore as many career paths as he likes.
And so he reads - everything from encyclopedias to science fiction novels. He reads so
passionately that his parents have to institute a “no reading policy” at the dinner table.

That boy was Bill Gates, and he hasn’ t stopped reading yet - not even after becoming
one of the most successful people on the planet. Nowadays, his reading material has changed
from science fiction and reference books: recently, he revealed that he reads at least 50 nonfiction
books a year. Gates chooses nonfiction titles because they explain how the world works. “Each

book opens up new avenues of knowledge,” Gates says.
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2010 4F

You have just come back from the U.S. as a member of a Sino-American cultural exchange
program. Write a letter to your American colleague to
1) express your thanks for his/her warm reception;
2) welcome him/her to visit China in due course.
You should write about 100 words on ANSWER SHEET.
Do not sign your own name at the end of the letter. Use “Zhang Wei” instead.

Do not write your address. (10 points)

2011 ¢
Suppose your cousin Li Ming has just been admitted to a university. Write him/her a letter
to
1) congratulate him/her, and
2) give him/her suggestions on how to get prepared for university life.
You should write about 100 words on ANSWER SHEET.
Do not sign your own name at the end of the letter. Use “Zhang Wei” instead.
Do not write the address.(10 points)
2018 £
Suppose you have to cancel your travel plan and will not be able to visit Professor Smith,
Write him an email to
1) apologize and explain the situation, and
2) suggest a future meeting.
You should write about 100 words on the ANSWER SHEET.
Do not use your own name. Use “Li Ming” instead.

Do not write your address. (10 points)

RAELH R

2010 4
In this section, you are asked to write an essay based on the following chart. In your writing,
you should
1) interpret the chart and
2) give your comments.
You should write at least 150 words, Write your essay on ANSWER SHEET. (15points)

155 51 3161 1T



Ka#E THEHARBEHS

subscriptions number(Billion)
45

4
35
3

25
2

M Developing Countries

Developed Countries

15
1

05

a

o0 01 02 03 04 O5 06 0O7 08

Mobile-phone subscriptions
(2000-2008)

2011 £
Write an essay based on the following chart. In your writing, you should
1) interpret the chart and
2) give your comments
You should write at least 150 words.Write your essay on ANSWER SHEET .(15 points)
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Write an essay based on the following table. In your writing, you should

1) describe the table, and

2) give your comments

You should write at least 150 words. (15points)
Fnm) LA A

WS W ANV HE A=

NFETF 40 % 16.7% 50.0% 33.3%

41-50 % 0.0% 36.0% 64.0%

KT 50 % 40.0% 50.0% 10.0%
2013 4F

Write an essay based on the following chart. In your writing, you should
1) interpret the chart , and
2) give your comments.

You should write about 150 words on the ANSWER SHEET. (15 points)
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Write an essay based on the following chart. In your essay, you should

1) interpret the chart, and
2) give your comments.
You should write about 150 words on the ANSWER SHEET. (15points)
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2015 4
Write an essay based on the following chart. In your essay, you should
1) interpret the chart, and
2) give your comments.
You should write about 150 words on the ANSWER SHEET. (15points)
HiE AL R
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2016 £
Write an essay based on the following chart. In your writing, you should

1) interpret the chart, and

2) give your comments.
You should write about 150 words on the ANSWER SHEET. (15points)
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2017 5
Write an essay based on the chart below. In your writing, you should

1) interpret the chart, and

2) give your comments.
You should write about 150 words on the ANSWER SHEET. (15 points)
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Write an essay based on the chart below. In your writing, you should

1) interpret the chart, and
2) give your comments.
You should write about 150 words on the ANSWER SHEET.(15 points)
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2019 4F
in this sections, you are asked to write an essay based on the following chart:
1) interpret the chart, and
2) give your comments.
You should write at least 150 words. Write your essay on the ANSWER SHEET. (15 points)
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